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OPEN LETTER TO OUR DONORS

Recently, we have received several inquiries from our patients and our donors regarding requests for
donations that they received from ALS related organizations other than ALS of Michigan. We felt it
was our responsibility to help those who have long supported ALS of Michigan’s mission with both
information about how ALS of Michigan uses your contribution and with pertinent questions that
everyone should ask before making a donation, whether $5.00 or $5,000 - to any organization. Please

be assured that this is not a request for a donation, but an informative letter that we hope you will find
valuable in making your future decisions to contribute.

Your donations are vitally important to us, and they make the difference in our ability to help the ALS
community in Michigan. Donating to ALS of Michigan or any organization is a gift that is truly made
from the heart and one that we never take for granted. You can donate to ALS of Michigan with
confidence knowing that we will use your hard earned money wisely and for the purpose(s) you intend,
making a difference in the lives of Michigan pALS and their families.

The following are some critical questions you should ask and receive satisfactory answers to before you
make a donation.

¢  'What is the mission of the organization — who/what do they focus on?
# The mission of ALS of Michigan is to help pALS, their families and caregivers live life as
fully as possible. We also support research into the cause, treatment and cure of ALS.
* What specific programs and services does the organization offer that support the mission?
» ALS of Michigan has spent almost 30 years identifying, developing and customizing our
programs and services to meet the most critical needs of our ALS community. We are the
leaders in community service for people with ALS (pALS) and their families in Michigan.
| # Direct service programs include Respite Care Assistance, Augmentative and Alternative
Communication, Social Work, Support Groups, Seminars and Workshops, Durable Medical
| Equipment Loan Closet, and more.
¥ ALS of Michigan works closely with some of the finest multidisciplinary clinics in the
country — right here in Michigan — to ensure that pALS receive both the highest quality
medical care in conjunction with the community services they need to live with ALS.
¢ How many people are being served by the organization?
¥ On average, our annual pALS list exceeds 300 patients. Add family members, friends and
healthcare professionals to this number and we provide services to over 1,000 people every
year.
¢ Does my donation stay local o help local needs?
¥ Many local agencies are part of national organizations, and are required to send a portion of
their revenues outside of Michigan to support their national organization’s overhead. Ask
where your donation is going to be spent — in total. You may be surprised to learn how
much money actually leaves our State.

ALS OF MICHIGAN IS DEDICATED TO HELPING PEOPLE WITH ALS (PALS), THEIR FAMILIES AND CAREGIVERS
LIVE LIFE AS FULLY AS POSSIBELE. WE ALSO SUPPORT RESEARCH INTO THE CAUSE AND CURE OF ALS,
MORE COMMONLY KNOWN A5 “Lou GEHRIG'S DISEASE.”







